GIT-4, Filing Status

I ntroduction

If you file a Federal income tax return, you
must use the same filing status on your New
Jersey income tax return (Form NJ-1040 or
NJ-1040NR) as you do on your Federal return.
Generally, if you are married and file a joint
Federal return with your spouse, you must file a
joint New Jersey return. If you and your spouse
file married filing separate for Federal p

poses, you must file married fili “narat
New Jersey.

If youdonotfilea! turn, bui are
filing a New Jersey | 1, use the sa

status the i'd hiave used 17 you had filed
a Federal i. rail ines

determining vour filing status follow Federal
rules. Thereare fivefiling statuses: Sne
Married, filing joint return, rrie
separate return; Head of Ho ld a
Qualifying Widow(er). A n of each
filing status follows.

Single

Your filing status is & you are unmarried (or
divorced) on ti day of thetax vear and you do
not qualif: Houscho! Qualifying
Widow/(er) 2 below

Married, Filing Joint Return

You may fileMarried, illing joint 1 !
are mari ast day etax yc you
and your g soth agreeto file ajoint return.

au may file a | oint return whether or not you and
spouse lived together in the sarme residence.

ﬂh ay also fil rn, if you and your
Youse have filed 1¢ g, but the final decree
> N0 ' the end of the tax year.
If Spo 2d during the year, you are con-

marricd for that entire year for filing status

5. If you did not remarry before the end of
the year, you may file ajoint return for yourself and
your deceased spouse. Y ou may also be entitled, for
the next two years, to file as a Qualifying Widow(er).
See Qualifying Widow(er) on page 3. Unlessyou
remarry, your filing status for subsequent years will
be Single, Head of Household or Qualifying
Widow(er), as appropriate.

If you remarried before the end of the tax year in
which your spouse died, you may file ajoint return
with your new spouse. Y our deceased spouse’'s
filing statusis Married, filing separate return for that
year.

If you are divorced under afinal decree by the last
day of the year, you are considered unmarried for
the whole year.
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Married, Filing Separ ate
Return

Y ou may choose Married, filing separate return
asyour filing status if you are married. This method
may benefit you if you want to be responsible only
for your own tax or if this method resultsin less tax
than ajoint return. If you and your spouse do not
agreeto fileajoint return, you may have to usethis
filing status. Remember, if you filed a Federal
return you must use the samefiling status on
both your Federal and New Jer sey returns. How-
ever, if during the entire taxable year one spouse
was aresident of New Jersey and the other a non-
resident, the resident spouse may file a separate
New Jersey return, if required. The nonresi

spouse may also haveto file a nonresider

income was received from a New Jersey <

Each spouse computes income ampt asit
Federal married filing separate b

filed. You have the option of fiiing ajoirit retu

but if so, joint incor he taxed asif hoth
you were residents.

Nonresic both you and your spouse wer't
nonreside lers 2 entire taxal
year, and ¢ ne of you & d or ac
quired incoine from New Jersey saurces, the g
who had income from New Jersey sourc ay Til
separate New Jersey return (Formi ),
even though you iiled ajoint Federel ou

have the option of fi ajoi turn, it you do,
joint income must be sl Jr nonresident
return.

Head of Household

Your filing status is Head of Household if you are
unmarried on the last day of the year and you pay
more than half the cost of keeping up a home for
yourself and a dependent. Certain married individ-
uals living apart may file as Head of Household for
New Jersey if they meet the requirementsto file as
Head of Household for Federal purposes.

Y ou are considered unmarried on the last day of the
tax year only if you:

+ Were never married;
+ Have been divorced through a court decree or
judgment of divor

+ Areno longer ¢ lieasaQualifying

Widow(er) and h ot remarried.
Tobediy > Head of ~hold, you
must have than hel of keeping
u hal was (he main he or more than
he car for yoursel! and any of the following:

o Yourchild, arandchild, stepchil '
chi ildissi the chi inot
have your dependent. However, afoster
child must he your dependent. Generaly, if the

childismarried, the child must be your
“pendent.
A listed below whom you claim asa
dep
areril Mother-in-law
andparent Brother-in-law
sther Sister-in-law
oister Son-in-law
Half brother Daughter-in-law
Half sister
Stepbrother If related by blood:
Stepsister Uncle
Stepfather Aunt
Stepmother Nephew
Father-in-law Niece

* Your dependent parent does not have to live with
you. However, you must pay more than half the
cost of keeping up a home that was the main home
for the entire year for your mother or father. You
are keeping up amain home for your dependent
father or mother if you pay more than half the cost
of keeping your parent in arest home or home for
the elderly.

NOTE: A dependent can qualify only one taxpayer
to use the Head of Household filing status
for any tax year.
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Death or Birth. If the dependent who qualifies you
to use Head of Household filing status is born or
dies during the year, you still may be able to claim

that filing status. Y ou must have provided more than

half of the cost of keeping up a home that was the
dependent’ s main home for more than half the year,
or if less, the period during which your dependent
lived.

Nonresident alien. A nonresident alien who meets
the above regquirements qualifies to file as Head of
Household on their New Jersey return, although
unable to do so for Federal purposes.

Qualifying Widow(er)

If your spouse died during the year, you |
Married, filing joint return if you would ¢
qualify. See Married, Filing Joi turn, er.

| The New Je xpayers Bill of |
and e hle tment I re
nderste nd thei te ta
Yision ¢ ‘atic

Taxpaye = Bili of Rights

ponsibilities. To find out more, contact the

You may be eligibleto file asa Qualifying
Widow(er) for each of the two tax years after the
year in which your spouse died if you meet all of the
following tests.

1. You were entitled to aint return with your
spouse for the yec use died (it does not
matter whether vou iy filed ajoint return).

2. Youdid ' before the end of the tax
year

3 2 a chil ~pchila, ted child or

hilld who qualifies as your dependent for
the vear.

4. You paid than half the cost ol a
home nain hoime for you & L child
for thee year except fur temporary absences
(illness, vacation, school, mili service, etc.).

If you are not elig s Qualifying

‘idow(er), vou me ctofile as Head of
1Sel a0 of Household, earlier.

s ensures that taxpayers are accorded fair
information and assistance they need to

ror Morelnformation
For more | )n about your filing status, contact the Division’s Customer
Service Center ai GU9-292-6400, e-mail us at taxation@tax.state.nj.us, or write to:
NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF TAXATION

TECHNICAL SERVICES
INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS BRANCH

PO Box 281

TRENTON NJ 08695-0281

Many State tax forms and publications are now available, both by fax and through the
World Wide Web. Call NJ TaxFax at 609-826-4500 from your fax machine’s phone,
or access the Division’s home page at: http://www.state.nj.us/tr easury/taxation/
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